


To refuse to continue 
working because of an 
argument with an employer 
about working conditions, 
pay levels, or job cuts...
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How to strike?

Refuse

What counts 

as Ph.D. work?

What to refuse?

Work

PhD work keeps the university running. 


Education: TAing, grading, instructing, tutoring, and 
supporting undergraduates.


Service & Admin: committees, department events, 
recruitment, and admin tasks. 


Research: designing studies, collecting and analyzing 
data, writing papers, and finishing the dissertation. 



Excessive Workload

 Lack of

Childcare

Anything Else?

Low Stipend

What makes

Financial

Insecurity Harassment

Ph.D. strike?

Check

Where to

Depart

-ment

School
Professor

Govern

-ment



One Body

Two Positionalities?
Graduate students don’t fit neatly into one role.  
They are students, researchers, and employees. 

These overlapping roles shape what a strike means, 

what it puts at risk, and why walking out is rarely simple.

Student

Research

I’m a 
student, 
not a 
worker...

going 
on st

rike 
just 

feels
 way too 

risky…

as an inte
rnational

if i go on strike, 
research just 
completely stops…

Doing PhD is only 
five years anyway, 

so it’ll be over 
eventually…

Worker



Then, how can we strike  
in our Ph.D period?

Ju
st


Da
nc

e..
.

Any Idea?

Lie down


in front of


the advisor’s 


office 

Not publish,
just upload 
my paper

to Arxiv

Write a Paper 


as an


independent


 Researcher

Go out  

and picketing?
niersity o



Instagram

@coconut.last.banana


